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EDITORIAL 

On reflection, the last 4 months in the World Federation 

of Rose Societies has been a busy period for rosarians.   

We in the southern hemisphere travelled north to 

Europe for the much looked forward to visit to 

Sangerhausen ï the Holy Grail as described by 

President Steve.    Some members were able to include 

one or more of the 13 international rose trials held in 

Europe at this time of the year, so all in all it was a rose 

filled time with rose friends from around the world.   The 

following pages will hopefully give an insight into some 

of the functions that took place, all in the name of the 

World Federation of Rose Societies.   While the 

northern hemisphere is enjoying the last of the roses for 

the season, we in the south have the satisfaction of 

having  pruned our roses on our return and we now 

await with anticipation the first signs of buds and colour 

to follow. 

No doubt our New Zealand members are working hard 

in preparation for the Regional Convention in 

Palmerston North and as with all conventions, waiting 

in anticipation to see if their roses perform on time for 

the visitors!   New Zealand roses are of a high standard 

so do not miss this opportunity to enjoy our favourite 

flower in beautiful surroundings. 

It is a known fact, the average age of rose society 

members is high and therefore it is to be expected that 

we have deaths to report in most publications and so 

once again it is with sadness we report the deaths of 

Amanda Beales (UK), Norma Manuel (NZ) and Claude 

Vion (Luxembourg) elsewhere in this issue and convey 

our condolences to their families.   They will no doubt 

also be a great loss to their Rose Societies. 

On a happier note we salute Baroness Lily de Gerlache 

de Gomery as she reaches the wonderful age of 90 in 

October and still takes a great interest in the world of 

roses. 

Finally I wish to thank all those who have kindly and 

generously contributed to the August WRN, not only 

with articles and pictures which are obvious but also for 

information and technical help in the background.   

     Sheenagh Harris 
      Immediate Past President 
     and World  Rose News Editor   
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PRESIDENT 
2012 - 2015 

 
 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 

August, 2013 

 

 

What a great spring we had this year, full of roses, friendships, visiting and travel.  Our first trip was to 

the Biltmore in Asheville, North Carolina, United States for their first annual International Rose Trials.   

However, the rose trials in Europe were quite delayed due to cool weather and some were cancelled.  

Our first trip to the European trials was to Baden-Baden and the WFRS International Heritage Rose   

Conference in Sangerhausen, Germany, which was also the 13
th
 Heritage Roses Conference. By the 

time we arrived, the temperature gauge was turned on high.  The heat did help the roses open so we 

had something to judge.  But heat or no heat, we did have a marvellous time in Baden-Baden thanks 

to Markus Brunsing and the city and staff of Baden-Baden. 

The heat did follow us to Sangerhausen for the first two days but otherwise it was nice weather the 

rest of the way.  We really enjoyed Sangerhausen and the Rosarium, the first time we have visited 

this Holy Grail for old garden rose lovers like me.  The conference featured excellent speakers on all 

subjects and still gave us plenty of time to see the gardens which were nicely in bloom.  The Mayor, 

Ralf Poschmann, the staff at the rosarium, and the people from the city of Sangerhausen are to be 

congratulated for a job well done for the size of the group we had there.   

We also held meetings of the Executive Committee (EC), Publications, Heritage Roses and 

Conservation Committees.   At the Heritage Roses meeting, the 2016 Regional Convention in China 

in 2016 was approved to be an International Heritage Rose Group as well, Di Durston of Australia 

was elected President, replacing David Ruston and also Chairman of the WFRS Heritage Roses 

Group and continuing the rose database was discussed.  During the conference, we also signed up 

25 new members of the Friends of the Federation bringing us up to 57 members.    

After Sangerhausen, Susie and I drove across Germany to Belgium and visited the gardens at 

Dortmund, stayed and visited with WFRS VP Henrianne de Briey in Tongeren, visited the gardens at 

Hex Castle, the Grand Palace and Belgium Horticultural Gardens at Meise with Frans Thomas, 

stayed and visited with Marie Louise Velge in Sint-Denijs, Belgium, attended the rose trials in Kortrijk 

where I presented the WFRS Garden of Excellence plaque to the President of the permanent jury and 

head volunteer for the Kortrijk Gardens, Marie-Claire Van der Stichele De Jaegere, and the Deputy of 

the Provins of West Flanders, Bart Naeyaertminister, and finally we had lunch and visited with Lily de 

Gerlache, which is highlighted in an article in World Rose News. 

In my last Presidentôs Message, I reported the death of old garden rose enthusiast Peter Beales.  

Now word came that his daughter Amanda has also passed.  I also was informed that Norma Manuel 

of New Zealand and our friend Claude Vion of Luxembourg also passed away recently.   

See you in New Zealand! 

Steve Jones 
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                                                      SANGERHAUSEN 

A SMALL TOWN IN CENTRAL GERMANY '5!2$3 2/3% ,/6%23ȭ 
HOLY GRAIL 

 
Ralf Poschmann -  Lord Mayor of the Mining and Rose City of Sangerhausen 

The City of Sangerhausen looks back on a long history. It was first mentioned in 991 A.D. as the 
Village of Sangerhausen, belonging to a convent, which is still today to be found not too far from the 
city. Some 200 years later, in 1194, the village received legal, secular rights. From the Middle Ages 
until the beginning of the 19

th
 century copper and silver mines were important economic factors in the 

region, and with the inclusion of Sangerhausen in the German railway network between 1866 and 
1880,  the Industrial Era was brought  to the city. Factories producing files, bicycles, pianos, 
machines, furniture, leather, cheese, sugar and malt sprung up. 
 
The city managed to survive the Second World War without  too much damage. Although it was 
liberated by the American army, as a result of the peacetime agreement, it was later occupied by 
Soviet forces in exchange for a part of Berlin. Thus from 1949 Sangerhausen fell under Soviet 
occupation in the German Democratic Republic. Germany had been divided into East and West. In 
1951 mining was again introduced. Copper slate was extracted from a depth of up to a thousand 
metres for industrial purposes. In 1990, the year of the reunion of the two former German states, the 
800-year-old history of mining in the area came to an end, the whole process having become 
uneconomical. Witnesses to those years remain in the imposing mine dumps, which lend a particular 
charm to the surrounding countryside. Today it is possible to visit the  minersô museum and also 
descend in a shaft to a depth of 283 metres by cable car, to appreciate the gruelling work of the 
mining folk.  
 
What  has all this to do with the rosariansô Holy Grail and what has it to do with Sangerhausen? 
Briefly, the City of Sangerhausen is the custodian to the largest collection of roses in the world, 
totalling some 8,300 species and varieties. The history of this collection started in 1897 when the 
German Rose Society ï today the Association of German Rose Friends, a member of the World 
Federation of Rose Societies ï decided to establish its own rose garden or rosarium. In the same 
year the decision to establish the garden in Sangerhausen was taken, thanks to the support of a 
number of rosarians, in the face of competition from larger cities. At the time Sangerhausen was a 
quiet town with some 12,000 inhabitants  in the South Harz, the northern-most part of the central 
mountain range. It was undoubtedly the financial aspect of the matter which won the day for 
Sangerhausen, which had offered the German Rose Society the land for the garden free of charge. 
The rose garden was officially opened in 1903 and has been continually enlarged ever since. This 
year the Europa-Rosarium celebrates its 110

th
  anniversary.  

 
None the less the Rosariumôs history has indeed seen its ups and downs. Having started as the 
German Rose Societyôs garden, in 1933, with the seizure of power by the National Socialists, it fell 
under State administration and later under the administration of the occupying Soviet power. During 
the Second World War upkeep of the garden became extremely precarious. In 1948 the responsibility 
for the property was handed over to the City administration, to which it has belonged to the present 
time.  
 
The City has developed into an industrial centre of the Region, of which it has been the administrative 
seat for the last 200 years. Today there are some 29,000 inhabitants divided between 14  local 
districts within 207 square kilometres. As a result of the reunification in 1990 citizens could once more 
live freely and democratically in eastern Germany, but were subjected to economic disarray, which 
has not been fully resolved to this day. The public face of a city is not always the measure by which to 
judge the wellbeing of its inhabitants. At that time, the loss of jobs in industry, particularly mining and 
machine construction, resulted in the migration of some 30% of the population of the Region. Today 
an exemplary programme  to restructure and invest in infrastructures hopes to ensure that the next 
generations may once more look optimistically towards the future.  Companies, such as that 
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producing traditional bicycles, electrobicycles and padelecs, - amongst the largest in Europe - are 
today present in Sangerhausen.  The political goal of all democratic parties in Germany is the 
economic, monetary and social stability within the reunited country: this has resulted in clearly 
recognisable benefits also for our City. 
 
At times such as these, it is clearly not easy to conduct and finance a rosarium of international 
renown. In Germany, traditional opinions amongst the population and in municipal politics are strongly 
anchored.  The inhabitants of Sangerhausen are much aware of their traditions in mining and in the 
Rosarium, and are proud that their city should be named:  the Mining and Rose City of 
Sangerhausen. 
 
The Europa-Rosarium is in need of many supporters. These include some 7.000 members of the 
Association of German Rose Friends with their ñCircles of Friends,ò the Europa-Rosarium 
Sangerhausen Foundation, which has a particular interest in all scientific programmes, the 
Promotions Association ñFriends of the Rosariumò and, above all, the visitors, who annually number 
more than 100.000. All of these help and encourage to ensure the maintenance of this valuable and 
unique collection. This year some 230 adherents from 27 countries participated in the WFRS Heritage 
Rose Conference 2013. Our city and its inhabitants were indeed proud of the collaborators at the 
Europa-Rosarium. 
 
A number of years ago they were conferred authority by the administration to maintain and develop 
the collection, to establish a databank and set up an herbarium. Today the Europa-Rosarium is the 
German Rose Gene Bank, which coordinates numerous public and private collections, both within the 
country and abroad, in a  comprehensive gene bank network. 
   
Thanks to donations, a ñNew German Rose Library,ò consisting of some 7.000 publications, has been 
established in order to replace the scientific library which was confiscated at the end of the war. The 
library constitutes, together with the technical knowledge of our colleagues, national as well as 
international experts and the database material of the Rosariumôs content, the basis for future 
research. International co-operation between scientists and rose breeders promise to further advance 
knowledge regarding the most economically important ornamental plant, the Rose. 
 
In order that our colleagues might be free to concentrate on their specialised tasks, matters 
concerning tourism have been taken over by the City administration, which for more than twelve 
years,  has been responsible for marketing, gastronomy and all matters relating to the well-being of 
our visitors. 
 
Please help us too, to maintain the worldôs largest collection of roses. Plan a trip to the heart of 
Germany and ï in the words of the President of the World Federation of Rose Societies, Mr. Steve 
Jones ï visit the rose loversô Holy Grail, the Europa Rosarium Sangerhausen. 

 
Translation by Helga Brichet  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Sangerhausen                                                                                                                  
                                                                                               Typical house entrance - Sangerhausen   Sheenagh Harris                  
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The Association of  Frien ds of the Rosarium  

Sangerhausen  

Hans Schreiber, Uwe Lamprecht and Thomas Hawel 

 

This Association was founded in 1992 as a charitable organization to continue the work of the former 

association which participated in the founding of the Rosarium.  The aim and purpose is to support 

the Sangerhausen Rosarium to maintain the diversity of  Roses to posterity and to tend the living 

museum.  The support will be carried out with donations and with sponsorships for a Rose (35 ú) and 

for flowerbeds with Roses (500 ú). To care for and maintain the Rose collection, the Association of  

Friends of the Rosarium Sangerhausen provides the necessary resources, for example purchase of 

machines and a tractor for propagation on fields outside of the town, transport vehicles, hydraulic 

scissors, vehicles for mowing and others.  

 

Very important is the yearly purchase of elementary goods with the help of the Association: fertile soil, 

substratum, pesticides and fertiliser,  more  rose plants,  perennials and woods for managing new 

flowerbeds. Further education for young gardeners is also financed by the Society. 

 

The Association of Friends of the Rosarium Sangerhausen welcomes contributions towards the care 

and maintenance of the Rose collection of this all important Rosarium . 

 

Bank account for donations: 

 

IBAN : DE94 8005 5008 0310 1430 04 

BIC/SWIFT:  NOLA DE 21 EIL 

 

 

 
    Sangerhausen Rosarium                                                Hans Schreiber 
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WFRS 13th International Rose Conference 

19 ɀ 23 June , 2013, Sangerhausen 

 

A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE CONFERENCE LECTURES BY  
Prof. Dr. Hans-Peter M¿hlbach - University of Hamburg 
 

Thursday, 20th June  

The first speaker, THOMAS HAWEL, is the Head of the  Sangerhausen Rosarium and he presented 
a lecture on the Europa-Rosarium Sangerhausen ï collecting and preserving historical roses ï the 
concept of a gene bank of roses. The lecture was presented in the German language, but was 
translated simultaneously.   Thomas Hawel gave a concise overview on the history and the modern 
concept of the Rosarium Sangerhausen, the ideas about a gene bank of Roses and a detailed 
description of the central function of the Rosarium Sangerhausen in the Gene Bank Network.  

The next lecture was  presented by ANDREW ROBERTS from the University of East London in Great 
Britain. Andrew Roberts is a scientist of high renown and the expert in flow cytometry of roses and 
also a very good friend and frequent visitor of the Rosarium Sangerhausen. The title of the 
presentation is: Ploidy determination as an aide in the identification of relationships between historical 
roses.  Andrewôs lecture gave an excellent introduction into the very helpful cytogenetic tools to 
identify classes of historical roses and also provided deep insights into the unexpected variability of 
the wild roses of the Rosarium Sangerhausen.    

The next lecture took us away to China. The research interests of  GUOLIANG WANG are Chinese 
ancient roses and species roses of China.  Guoliang Wang gave a brilliant description of his 
excursions into the wild mountains of China and the interesting roses he found there.  

The last lecture of the first morning was presented by CHARLES QUEST-RITSON.  He  is very well 
known in the community of rose-lovers for his great passion for roses. Charles  is an internationally 
acclaimed writer and has produced a wealth of excellent books. His lecture was entitled ñFrom Hybrid 
Perpetual to Hybrid Teaò.  He gave a vivid presentation and an excellent   decipherment of the many 
complex interactions in the development of Hybrid Teas and also for the detailed psychological 
characterization of the famous old rose breeders. It gave a very interesting new look on Hybrid Teas.  

The first session started with the Rosarium itself and the gene bank of roses where we learned a lot 
about the complex genetics and chromosomal arrangements in wild and historical roses; we had a 
look at the impressive story of wild and ancient roses in China and ended with the fascinating birth of 
the modern Hybrid Teas. We have to thank all speakers for their very interesting presentations and 
the audience for the highly engaged discussion. 

Friday, 21st June  

The Friday morning session began with the lecture Rose Gardens in Italy by  HELGA BRICHET.  She 
showed us the most beautiful rose gardens and made us familiar with the history of rose cultivation in 
Italy where she lives.  Helga Brichet was President of the WFRS 1997-2000 and is a very well known 
specialist in historical roses. Her splendid rose garden at San Terenziano in Umbria with more than 
600 historical roses is visited every year by rose-lovers from all over the world. Interestingly, many of 
these roses were collected by herself in the Far-East.  Helga Brichet gave a beautiful overview about 
Italian rose gardens and the interesting insights into the garden history from the ancient Roman 
gardens through the Middle Ages to the Renaissance gardens and the modern times. 
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PAUL ZIMMERMANN was scheduled as the following lecturer, but unfortunately he could not come. 
However, we were happy to have WFRS President,  Steve Jones from the USA present the lecture on 
Historical Roses in America ï New Beginnings in a New World.  This was a deep insight into the 
history of old roses in the New World. A lot could be learnt about American rose breeders and the 
highly interesting story of Rose Rosette Disease, which is a virus disease transmitted by a small gall 
mite, and it is important to note that this disease is prompting breeders and rose growers to use 
species roses others than R. multiflora as rootstock. 

DOMINIQUE MASSAD AND PATRICIA CAVALLO gave the next lecture - Nabonnand Roses. 
Patricia Cavallo is the great-grand-daughter of Marie Nabonnand and she is chairman of the 
association called Friends of Nabonnand Roses, the objectives of which were presented in the 
lecture.  Dominique Massad is consultant of the association and a well known rose breeder with the 
aim to hybridize new specialties such as for example Les Eglantelles with beautifully twisted, waved 
petals.   They gave a wonderful illustration of the great dynasty of rose breeders.  

The last speaker for the day was ODILE MASQUELIER, and she spoke about historical personalities 
whose names were used to baptise roses. She did not mention the wonderful shrub rose called óOdile 
Masquelierô, but she gave us haunting insights into the dramatic fate of three real personalities, who 
are immortalized in roses. 

Sunday, 23rd June  

This morning session showed us in the first lecture, presented by HELLA BRUMME AND EILIKE 
VEMMER, how much information about historical roses can be hidden in ancient illustrations. There 
was no need to introduce Hella Brumme and Eilike Vemmer, but one word I must say,  ñWe  are all 
very happy that the city of Sangerhausen has awarded you, Eilike, with the ñGolden Rose of 
Sangerhausenò and I would like to congratulate you here once again, because you did so much to 
promote the Rosarium Sangerhausen. Hella Brumme, who was ruling the Rosarium for many years, 
was awarded this distinction in 2006, and without both of  them the Rosarium would not be what it is 
today. Identification of Historic Roses according to ancient Rose Depictions.   Our two lecturers that 
morning gave illustrated examples of how to identify old roses with the help of contemporaneous 
paintings. It´s really incredible how much detailed information they took from the old paintings, and on 
the other hand, how precise these ancient depictions were from a scientific (botanical) point of view.  

ANN VELLE-BOUDOLF from Belgium told us all that should be known about Hybrid Musks. Ann 
Velle-Boudolf is a renowned breeder of Hybrid Musks and the follower of Louis Lens. In her lecture 
she introduced the great rose breeders who gave us the most beautiful roses and showed us the 
characteristics of Hybrid Musks as well as new creations of her own breeding efforts.  Annôs clear 
presentation of the history of Hybrid Musks and her beautiful pictures of old and new Hybrid Musk 
roses were enjoyed by all. 

The last lecture that morning and also the last part of the scientific programme during the Heritage 
Rose Conference was given by PIRJO RAUTIO from Finland. Pirjo Rautio took us to the North of 
Europe, where many old and species roses are found. She is an active member of the Finnish Rose 
Society and Author as well as Editor of a series of Rose books. The most cited one is ñSuomen 
ruusutò or ñRoses of Finlandò.   Historic Roses in Finland was the title of her interesting lecture, which 
might have been underestimated without her efforts to make people outside Scandinavia familiar with 
this treasure of heritage roses.  

During the three days of lectures and discussion we were deeply immersed in a flood tide of 
wonderful pictures of roses, highly spectacular sights of rose gardens and many novel facts about 
historic roses and impressive techniques for their identification.  

Starting from the Rosarium itself with the excellent description of the concept of the gene bank of 
roses, and the significance of a living collection of roses, given by Thomas Hawel, we were guided by 
Prof. Andrew Roberts into the genetic and microscopic world of rose chromosomes and of their 
extraordinary means of combination, which allowed us to identify and discriminate the famous classes 
of historic roses such as Damask, Alba or Centifolia roses. Dr. Guoliang Wang took us with him on a 
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fantastic expedition into the incredible wealth of species roses in the wilderness of China and 
surprisingly old cultivated roses. Then, Charles Quest-Ritson brought us back to the European scene 
by unraveling the complex involvement of many breeders and their distinguished personalities in the 
implementation of Hybrid Teas, the geographical origin of which could now be located in Ireland. 

The session on Friday morning started with the lecture of Helga Brichet, who guided us through the 
history of Italian rose gardens showing very stimulating pictures of modern sites. After that Steve 
Jones made us familiar with the story of historical roses in America and stimulated the discussions on 
the real place of the first prehistoric rose findings, the origin of the green rose and of the Noisette 
roses as well. Patricia Cavallo and Dominique Massad illustrated the Nabonnand dynasty of rose 
breeders and their beautiful creations and gave us an insight into the efforts of the association 
óFriends of Nabonnand Rosesô to resurrecting and maintaining this precious heritage. At the end of 
this session Mme. Odile Masquelier brought us very close to the destinies of three Ladies who were 
immortalized in roses such as óLady Waterlooô, óDuchess de Berryô and óComtesse du Caylaô, The 
Last Favourite.  

On Sunday morning, Hella Brumme and Eilike Vemmer discussed the prospects in using ancient rose 
depictions to identify heritage roses of unclear provenance and impressed us with surprising results. 
Ann Velle-Boudolf outlined the present view on the origin of Hybrid Musks and showed us many 
beautiful roses of L. Lens and of her own breeding success. At the end of this session Pirjo Rautio 
opened the window to the North in her lecture on species roses and foundlings of interesting natural 
crossings and old hybrid roses in Finland, illustrated by superb photographs. Taken together, brilliant 
lectures with wonderful rose pictures, ancient paintings, nice stories and heartwarming legends have 
visualized the beautiful world of heritage roses in an unforgettable way.              

                              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          

                                                    
                                      
                                     
 
                                óAlchymistô -  Sangerhausen Rosarium                                    Sheenagh Harris            
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Golden Rose of the City of Sangerhausen awarded to 
Eilike Vemmer  

Laudatio held by the Lord Mayor of Sangerhausen, Mr. Ralf Poschmann 

 

We shall now come to the highlight of this evening, the Award for municipal development and 
advancement of the Europa-Rosarium, which is called the ñGolden Rose of the City of 
Sangerhausenò. 

The Prize is awarded by the Lord Mayor of Sangerhausen once a year in the frame of the 
Sangerhäuser Rosariumsbegegnung (the event of today) to a person, who has substantially 
contributed to the welfare of Sangerhausen, for instance through specific promotion of the Rosarium. 

The awardee is selected by a Jury consisting of Committee members, the Lord Mayor, Head of 
Departments in municipal administration and the Deputy Chief of the editorial staff of Mitteldeutsche 
Zeitung.  

The 15
th
 Golden Rose of Sangerhausen is awarded to a lady, who is highly esteemed by the 

international rose community for her extraordinary knowledge about historical roses and her resolute-
cordial nature. 

It is Eilike Vemmer! 

In her whole life roses played an important part. Since 1988 she is a member of the German Rose 
Society (GRF), and from 1999 on she organized the so called Kasseler Rundgespräche, which are 
not only roundtable discussions, but yearly held conferences, where a broad spectrum of rose-lovers  
discuss  the cultivation, breeding and general biology of roses with experts.  

Also, for many years, from 1997 until 2012, she managed the group of rose-friends in the City of 
Hannover.  

Eilike Vemmer organized in a very substantial way the advancement of the Europa-Rosarium 
Sangerhausen, by holding book sales and collections for the benefit of the Rosarium, and she also 
made personal donations. In her many lectures on roses she always attracted friends of roses to visit 
the Rosarium, and she carried out many courses giving advice on cultivation and the maintenance of 
roses. 

Meanwhile, after finishing some of her duties, she was even more engaged in the promotion of the 
Europa-Rosarium. As an honorary member of the ñAssociation of friends of the Rosarium 
Sangerhausenò she untiringly works on collecting donations. In her function as organizer of the 26

th
 

Kasseler Rundgespräch she was also deeply involved in the organization of the 13
th
 International 

Heritage Rose Conference. 

Eilike Vemmer made a great contribution to the identification of historical roses and she is one of the 
instructors of the ñSangerhªuser Rosenschuleò (a continuous series of seminars and lectures to 
enhance the public knowledge about classes of historical and modern roses). In addition, establishing 
the ñNew German Rose Libraryò in Sangerhausen was only possible due to her intensive efforts in 
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acquiring funds for literature, in cooperation with the ñFoundation of the GRF for the Rosarium 
Sangerhausenò. 

Without the activities of Eilike Vemmer the Rosarium Sangerhausen would not have obtained its 
present worldwide appreciation, which is shown for instance in the overwhelming attendance at the 
13

th
 Heritage Rose Conference and the 26

th
 Kasseler Rundgespräch, both together held this year in 

Sangerhausen.  

Therefore, on behalf of the City of Sangerhausen I would like to express our sincere gratitude to you, 
and I congratulate you on the award of the Golden Rose of the City of Sangerhausen.  

Translation by  Hans-Peter M¿ehlbach 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eilike Vemmer receives the Golden Rose 
Award from the Mayor 

        Hanny Tantau 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   

       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                
                        óEilikeô               Ann Velle 

 
Hartmut Brinkman, Eilike Vemmer and her                 
grandchildren at the baptism of her rose.   Ann 
 and Rudy Velle, the breeders are in the             
background     

                                                                      Sanda Simic       
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Australian Tour Group  

to Sangerhausen 
Mary Frick  (Australia) (photos Mary Frick and Sheenagh Harris) 

 
As participants (including 3 Canadians and 2 South Africans) of The Australian Tour Group arrived in 

Europe on different flights, we all congregated at the Zurich Airport to begin what was anticipated to 

be an exciting tour of Germany including the WFRS International Heritage Rose Conference to be 

held in Sangerhausen. We boarded the coach and headed to Lake Konstanz stopping en route at 

Ittengen Abbey to view the gardens where óSamling von 

the Garlandô sprawled itself over the walls and up the 

sides of the buildings. The Rugosas, planted at the front 

of the border with a backdrop of the Wild Rose óRosa 

Rubiginosaô  were just coming into flower. The masses of 

peony roses were spectacular and, as was discovered, 

grow exceptionally well throughout Germany. 

                                                       Ittingen Abbey gardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

óSªemling von The Garlandô                                                                                                                                                                           

                  Peonies               

The next day we walked to the ferry terminal where we caught the ferry to the Isle of Mainau. These 

well cared for extensive gardens were a sight to behold. It would be extremely difficult to choose just 

one from all the beautiful roses that were in the garden, but the 1940 Kordes shrub rose óFritz Nobisô 

was exceptional as was Kordes 1952 Rosa Gallica óScharlachglutô and the once flowering tall arching 

1950 Kordes Hybrid Eglanteria óTill Uhlenspiegelô that had been trained as a pillar rose . 

 
óFritz Nobisô 

 


